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trol the party machinery. There is no individuality and
very little statesmanship or wise legislation, and as little
in the Senate. The war on the President and on the Con-
stitution, as well as on the whole of the people South, except
the negroes, is revolutionary.

The President, while he has a sound and patriotic heart,
has erred in not making himself and his office felt as a power.
He should long since have manifested his determination to
maintain and exercise his executive rights, in fact should in
the first month of the session, and as soon as the spirit and
hostility of the Radical leaders was apparent, have drawn
the lines and made his own position known and felt. I so
said to him on more than one occasion. But the influence
and counsel of Seward, who deals in vacillating expedients,
have been disastrous. He has striven to keep alive and
strengthen the party organization, which is opposed to the
President, and thus given power to the Radicals, who are
conspiring against him. The President's friends have, as
a result, been proscribed and his opponents favored by his
own Administration. In this way Congress, where the
Administration had or might have a majority, has be-
come consolidated against the President. Those Members
who were kindly disposed have been disciplined and drawn
away from him by this trimming New York management.
His mind is tardy in its movements, though honest and
firm, and required stimulating and urging onward at the
very time when Seward was exerting himself to suppress and
hold, back any decisive action in order to secure a party
ascendancy in New York under Thurlow Weed. Stanton,
of course, operated with Seward to prevent Executive
action, for he was in all his feelings with the extreme Radi-
cals, though contriving to so far keep in with the President
as to retain his place.

- July 19, Thursday. The Democrats have had a large
meeting at Reading in Pennsylvania. Mr. Blair is reported
to have made an ultra speech, denouncing the intrigues and